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might have a flurry of activity. And I 
would suggest, you’ve seen lots of in-
terest on our side, that hopefully part 
of that flurry of activity could be an 
energy bill. I think now we’re in the 
18th or 19th straight day of highest gas-
oline prices ever. Tomorrow may be the 
19th or 20th straight day of that. That 
would be one of the things that we 
would certainly like to see Members of 
the House address before we leave here 
for the Memorial Day break. 

I would yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 

for yielding. 
Without going into the polemics of 

the politics that we exchange on this of 
what legislation we have passed 
through here, which was, we think, di-
rected at trying to address the short- 
term problems, dealing with OPEC, 
dealing with manipulation of prices, 
dealing with price gouging, which 
many, if not all of you, on your side 
voted against. Suffice it to say I think 
all of us are concerned about the high 
prices of gasoline. Suffice it to say that 
all of us, if we’re honest, know that in 
the short term it’s going to be very dif-
ficult to impact on that. Thirdly, that 
the solution longer term is obviously 
moving towards alternative sources of 
energy and renewable sources of en-
ergy. 

We passed a major piece of legisla-
tion last year. Happily we passed it in 
somewhat of a bipartisan fashion, not 
totally, I don’t mean everybody unani-
mously voted for it. But the President 
did sign it. The President said it was a 
step forward. For the first time in a 
very long period of time it said our 
automobiles need to be more efficient. 
For the first time in a very long time 
it required the use of alternative fuels. 
So that we addressed initially, and 
there’s much more that needs to be 
done, longer term solutions. 

Short-term solutions are tough. 
There is discussion about the SPR. 
There are discussions about taxes, gas-
oline taxes, as you know. There are 
other discussions. If you have ideas, we 
would be glad to have them in terms of 
what can be done in the short term. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman. 
I think we’ve brought some ideas in 

the last couple of weeks to the floor on 
bills that didn’t necessarily relate to 
this and we will probably have more 
that we will be talking about. 

I yield back. 
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ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, MAY 
5, 2008 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for 
morning-hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
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ON THE RETIREMENT OF MARK 
O’SULLIVAN 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Ladies and gentlemen of 
the House, many of you have heard me, 
and Mr. DREIER as well, over the years 
speak to how extraordinarily advan-
taged we are in the House of Represent-
atives, and the American people are, by 
the quality and commitment of the 
staff that serves this institution. 

It doesn’t serve Republicans or 
Democrats, but it serves the purposes 
of assuring that this institution runs in 
a way that gets the business of the 
American people done in a way that’s 
productive and positive for them and 
for our country. 

Regretfully, I am going to observe 
the retirement of one of those people. 
Happily, I can extol his virtues. I’ve 
known him for a very long period of 
time. I’ve seen his work, conscientious, 
able, and a very positive impact on this 
institution. 

Mark O’Sullivan, who is sitting just 
to my left on the second-level rostrum, 
has been with us 31 years in the House, 
and he commutes from Baltimore 
every day. I don’t know whose district 
he is in, maybe Mr. CUMMINGS’ or Mr. 
RUPPERSBERGER’s. I’m not sure whose 
district he is in, but I’m sure they are 
happy that he is living there, although 
he’s totally bipartisan, I’m sure. 

He has done an outstanding job. I 
have always found him to be in even 
humor, even in the toughest of times. 
Even in the times when the body some-
times gets more loud and uproarious 
than at other times, he maintains an 
even demeanor. And, as I say, the com-
petency and the talent and the com-
mitment and the character he has 
brought to his job has advantaged our 
country and the House of Representa-
tives. 

Mark, we thank you. Congratulations 
to you. We wish you the very best, and 
we look forward to seeing you back 
here in the near future and repeating 
it. 
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MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES 
ON H.R. 2419, FOOD AND ENERGY 
SECURITY ACT OF 2007 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 
I offer a motion to instruct conferees. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. Ryan of Wisconsin moves that the 

managers on the part of the House on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 2419 be 
instructed, within the scope of the con-
ference, to use the most recent baseline esti-
mates supplied by the Congressional Budget 
Office when evaluating the costs of the pro-
visions of the report. 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin (during the 
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the text of the motion be 
considered as read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. RYAN) and a Member 
opposed each will be recognized for 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 
it’s not my intention to consume the 
full amount of time, as we had dis-
cussed earlier. 

At the beginning of this Congress, 
the Speaker of the House said the fol-
lowing: ‘‘After years of deficit spend-
ing, this new Congress will commit 
itself to a higher standard: pay-as-you- 
go, no new deficit spending.’’ 

Well, the majority did follow through 
on half of their promise. One of the 
first things they did when they took 
control of this place was put in a new 
pay-as-you-go rule. 

But things haven’t quite worked out 
as well on the deficit. This year’s def-
icit is projected to double as spending 
is projected to rise by over $200 billion. 
But at least they did put in the rule. 
And one of the things that makes this 
rule interesting, that requires this 
rule, is that the House must use the 
most recent CBO baseline when deter-
mining whether a bill complies with 
PAYGO. Let me read this rule word for 
word to be clear: 

‘‘The effect of a measure on the def-
icit or surplus shall be determined on 
the basis of estimates by the Com-
mittee on Budget relative to the most 
recent baseline supplied by the Con-
gressional Budget Office.’’ 

It sounds pretty straightforward, Mr. 
Speaker. You’ve got to use the current 
baseline when you apply PAYGO, no 
questions asked. 

But despite this, everyone I have 
talked to about this issue, everything 
I’ve heard, everything I’ve read in the 
newspapers had told me that the farm 
bill isn’t going to use the updated 2008 
baseline but instead is going to use the 
2007 baseline, an outdated baseline 
from over a year ago. Now, I hope that 
this is not the case. I hope that this 
does not happen. But it sounds like 
that’s the direction they are headed. 
And that is what this motion is all 
about. 

This motion is very simple. All it 
would do is require that the House will 
follow its own rules and use the cur-
rent CBO baseline when determining 
whether or not the farm bill complies 
with PAYGO. 

Why should we care? Why does this 
seemingly technical issue make a dif-
ference? 

First of all, economic conditions 
have changed in the past year. Agricul-
tural profits are way up. Food prices 
are soaring. And it’s simply not accu-
rate to use an estimate that’s over a 
year old. 

Second, there’s a strong possibility 
that using the old baseline could hide 
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